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Pilot fatigue can kill!

. Pilot fatigue is recognised as a contributing factor in 15-20% of all fatal air acci-

dents related to human error.

. On 12 February 2009, a Colgan Air plane crashed near Buffalo, in the United States,
causing the death of 50 people. Following this tragedy, the US regulator (the Federal
Aviation Administration) took action and started to review their legislation on pilot fa-

tigue.

o On 22 May 2010, 159 people died in an Air India accident in Mangalore, due to pilot
fatigue.

o In early 2011, a SAS copilot was unable to come back immediately to the Cockpit, be-
cause the Captain, exhausted by a short night of 4 hours, had fallen asleep.
= The EU must not wait for a fatal air accident in Europe before

developing safe rules!

Colgan Air accident, Buffalo, Feb 2009
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