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PLANE passengers and crew are being put at risk by a drive to harmonise flying rules across 

Europe, Britain’s pilots will claim today. 

They are launching a campaign against plans to increase the working hours of pilots being 

pressed for by the EU’s Cologne-based European Aviation Safety Agency. 

The British Airline Pilots’ Association says the proposals would increase duty hours in one 

24-hour period from 10 hours to 13 hours 55 minutes for pilots who start at 5.45am. 

Similar increases in flying hours would apply at other times but vary depending on when a 

pilot starts. Pilots who began at 2am would be allowed to fly for 12 hours not the current 10. 

BALPA cites research by the US Federal Aviation Administration which blames pilot fatigue 

for between 15 and 20 per cent of accidents. 

The US study showed the risk of an accident increased the longer a pilot was at the controls. 

Balpa believes EASA is under pressure from European airlines which claim they are facing 

tough pressure from Middle Eastern rivals. 

Launching the “Wake up. Pilot fatigue risks lives” campaign, BALPA general secretary Jim 

McAuslan said: “British passengers, who have enjoyed the safest flying in the world, are now 

to be put at risk. It is as stark as that. 

“At the same time as Europe is doing this the US Government, concerned about growing pilot 

fatigue, is tightening hours rather than relaxing them.” 

Mr McAuslan accused regulators of “taking their eye off the ball” regarding safety. 

 

He added: “Pilot fatigue is a growing problem, as more and more demands are made of pilots. 

What worries us the most is that in the proposals ignore years of scientific and medical 

evidence – most of it drawn up in Britain. 

“These EU proposals, if they are not amended, risk the lives of passengers and crew.” 

Balpa says it may seek a judicial review to block the changes.  



It is also taking part in studies into stress and fatigue among pilots to be carried out by 

University College London and Leicester University. 

The UK’s Civil Aviation Authority, which is part of the Easa rule-making group, pledged: 

“We will never agree to anything that compromises safety. We will only allow what is 

scientifically proven to be safe.” But the CAA admits Easa could override its regulations. 

Easa said its proposals to develop “fully harmonised aviation safety regulations” are still at 

the consultation stage. 

It said its proposals include safety improvements such as extra rest for pilots who have flown 

for two consecutive nights or made a “significant time zone crossing”. 

A spokesman said: “We will continue to work closely with all parties and also with highly 

renowned scientists during the subsequent phases of the process to ensure our primary 

mission: that the European regulations achieve and maintain a high level of safety.” 

 

Read more: http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/225701/EU-plan-to-let-pilots-fly-longer-

puts-lives-at-risk-EU-plan-to-let-pilots-fly-longer-puts-lives-at-risk-#ixzz1IGe2CBcd 
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